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1. This report is the intemational preliminary examination rqport, estabUshed by this Intemational Preliminary 
Examining Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant accordmg to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of / sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also acconq>aiiied by ANNEXES, coiE|>rising: 

a. n (setit to the applicant and to the Intemational Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

[~| sheets of the description, clakns and/or drawings which have been anaended and are die basis 

of diis report and/or sheets coataining rectifications aufliorized by dais Authority (see Rule 
70. 16 and Section 607 of the Admmistrative Instructions). 
□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Audiority considers contain an 
a»nf>TiHmRfit fliat goes beyond tiie disclosure in die intemational application as filed, as 
indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Siq>plementai Box. 

b. □ {sau to ate IntemaHonal Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic 



carrier(s)) 



, containing a sequence fisting and/or tables related Uiereto, in computer readable form only, 

ir"Sdicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Seqience Listing (see Section 802 of die 
Administrative Instructions). 



This report contains indications relatiiig to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, uiventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial appUcability; citations and explanations supposing such statement 
(Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in ttie intemational ai5)lication 
I [ Box No. Vm Certain observations on die intemational application ^ 



1^ 


Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. n 


□ 


Box No. in 
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Box No. IV 




Box No. V 
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Box No. VI 
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Box No. Vn 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under dais itenoL 

I I This report is based on translations from flie original language mto th& following language . 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes ot 
I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 
I I publication of die international application (under Rule 12.4) 
I I international preliminaiyexanunation (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 With regard to tbe etanents of the internadonal q)pHcatian. this rq»ort is based on (replacement sheets v^Mch have been 
' furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under ArHcle 14 are referred to in this report as "onginalfy filed 
and are not annexed to tfiis report): 

the international ajjpUcation as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages lill as originally fUed/fiimished 

pages* NONE recdved by this Authority on . 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on . 



the claims: 

pages 12-19 as originally fUed/fiimished 

pages* NONE as amaided (together witih any statement) under Article 19 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on 

the drawings: 

pages IzL ^ originally filed/furnished 

pages* NONE received by tliis Authority on ..^ 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemraital Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages — 

I I die claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs_ 



I I the sequence tisting (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to die sequence listing {spedfyy. 



4 n This report has been estabUshed as if (some of) tiie amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not I'een ^de, 
■ since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as fEed, as indicated in the Siq)plemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



I I the description, pagesL 
I I the claims, Nos- 



I I tiie drawings, sheets/figs. 



I I the sequence listing {specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence Usting (spedfy)'^ 



* ffitem 4 applies, some or all cf those sheets may be marked "superseded. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to noveHy , inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


I. Statement 

Noveltv fN) 


Claims 1-35 


YES 


Claims NONE 


NO 


Invaative Step (IS) 


Claims 1-35 


YES 


Claims NONE 


NO 


Lodustrial Ai5)licability (lA) 


Claims 1-35 


YES 


riaimf: NONE 


NO 









2. Citations and Explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-35 meet the criteria set out in PCX Article 33(2)-(3), because tbe prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a carton 
including the combination of a handle aperture formed in a top end flap, an aperture in side end flaps aligned with the l^dle aperture 
in the top end flap and a paperboard insert with a handle ^erture aligned with the other apertures and secured to one of the top end 
flap and the side end flaps. The patents to Rhodes et al and WUson eyidence the concept of providing handle apertures m the top end 
tos and side end flaps of a carton, but fail to suggest reinforcement of such a handle consmiction. The patent to Collins evidences 
aaendwaU handle reLiforcement (162) for handle ^ertures formed in the end wails of a carton, but fails to suggest remforcement of 
a handle construction as specifically defined in the claims. 

Claims 1-35 meet the criteria set out in PCX Article 33(4), and flius have hidustrial ^licability because tbe subject matter 
claimed can be made or used in industry. 



NEW CITATIONS 

US 6,631,803 B2 (RHODES et al) 14 October 2003. see entire reference. 
US 5,072,876 A (WILSON) 17 December 1991, see entire reference. 
US 4,757,938 A (COLLINS) 19 July 1988, see entire document. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILHY 



Intematioiial £5)plicatio 
PCT/US04/33760 



Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not siiflident. 
Continuation of: 



Foim PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (January 2004) 



